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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 41ST INFANTRY REGIMENT
(PHILIPPINE ARMY) OF THE 41ST INFANTRY DIVISION
IN THE DEFENSE OF THE ABUCAY LINE, BATAAN,
PHILIPPINE ISLANDS, 10-18 JAWUARY 1942
(PHILIPPINE CANPAIGN)
(Personal Experience of an Ameriean Instructor
with the Philippine Army)
ORIENTATION
INTROHUGTIOH

This monograph covers the operatlons of ths 4lst Infantry:
Regiment (PA) of the 4lst Infantry Division in the defense of
the Abucay Line, Bataan, Philippine Islands, 10-18 January
1942, during the defense of Bataaﬁ.

In order to orlent the reader, it will be necessary to
discuaa briefly the major events.which led up to this action.

On 7 Décember 1941 approximately nine hours after the
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, the Japanese alrforce siruck
devastating blows on the lightly held garrisons in the Phil-
ippinq Islands, reducing the small but-caﬁable airforce to &
skeletél-operational and offensive arm. (See Map A) (1) The
enemy follewed this attack with subsequent landings on the
North, West and East of the main island of Luzon, making it
necegsary for the Commanding General, Douglas MacArthur, to
rush the scattered Filipino-American defenders inte the small
peninsula of Bataan. (2)

In Bataan, under a light but gallant covering force, the
majority of the troops in the Philippines, statloned on Luzon,
were ordered to prepare & defensive position known as the Mailn
Line, reaching from the eastern side of Bataan near the small

barrie of Abucay and stretching in a general westerly directilon

acroas the peninsula to the forward slopes of Mt. Natlb. '(ggg

HaE_B) (3)




THE GENERAL SITUATION

The main defense line cdnaiatéﬂ of a system of defenses
taking advantage of any terrain features or communication neta
possible. The plan of the Commandling General, II Corps, was
to block the North-South highway on the eastern slde of the
peninsula with a strong and well trsiueé forece and to use
sucecessively trained units on their left in an effort to with-
hold the Japanese sirlking elemonts. {(4) The terrsin.pre-_
gented obatacles from the eastern =ide of the peninsula to the
center of the forward slopes of Mt. Natib. DBeginning at sea
level at Manila Bay, the terrain made & steady but rugged
ascent, and the left asetor of the 11 Corps wns‘ﬁerehed Precar-
icusly in the rugged and practically impsssible area om the
northern slopes of Mt. Natib. Near the Manila Bay side, rice
paddies and some cane fields were present, but the cultivation
by man stopped abruptly and the terrain became rugged Jumgle
growth with deep gorges and extremely heavy foliage. (5) The
Philippine Division's 57th Infantry (PS) oceupled the primary
position astride the North-South highway on the Hanila Bay side
of the peninsula. (6) A small barric of Mabatang was partiy
destroyed in order to afford fields of fire, (T) and the
road running from Mabatang to Mt. Hatib was used for movement

of troops and supplies prior te its denial by the enemy. The

(ﬁ'} ‘-2 ‘, P. 19
(5) A-5

(6) a-3, P.48
(7)

A-5



4)at Infantry Division (PA) under the command of General erhq
_Véncenti Lim (PA) occupied the position to the Eiﬁﬁf' The fgﬂf
5lst Divislon (PA} under the command of Major Genersi Jones
(USA) oceupled the left pﬁrt of the II Cerps sector on the
forward slopes of Et. Natib. (See Map C) (8)

Generally the combat efficiency of the opposing forees
was anything but equal. _The sa9ny wau-’ well trained, dls-
ciplined, combat seasonsd and victorious. Thelr egulpment
was modern, and thelyr supplies adeﬁuatea Every seldler had
econfidence in his weapon. The Japanese army was supported
by a large and efficient airforece and sdeguate artlllery of
sufficient caliber to support the attacks.

Opposing this force was the Philippine Army, composed
of poorly trained and discipliﬁed troops. American officers
and noncommissioned officers had besn assigned to the varlious
divisions, regiments and battalions to instruct and guide the
training of these units. (9) Only a few soldliers had com-
pleted range practice with their primary weapon. The egulp~
ment from the blue denim uniform and the helmets made from
coconut husks to the old lLee Enfleld rifle were out-dated and
inadequate. Englneer egquipment such as picks, shovels and
machetes were lacking in all units. (10) The best weapen
avallabls to ihe Philippine Army iafaniry socldier was the |
Browning caliber 30 machine gun model 1917 with the old World
War I mount. Artillery units were formed and partially egulpped, -
but lack of training hampered their effectiveness. (11)

-(E) A~1l, P.19
(9) - A-1, p.4
{10) Personal knowledge
(11) 4-1, p.21



After the inlitial attacks of the Japanese airforce, thﬁ aup-.
porting friendly airforce was relegated to & recoﬁnaiaaagee
roll. It should be bornme in mind that language difficulties
posed a trnining problem before the war and during the subge-
quent fighting. (12)

Based on the abeve analysis, thoee troops im the defense
of the Main Line ef Bataanlhad'anything but a confident feel-
ing. |
DISPOSITIONS AND PLANS 415T INFANTRY REGIMERT (PA)

The 41st Infantry Regiment {(PA) wae coemposed of three

battalions, a haavy'weapons company, a headquarters, a head-
quarters and service company and a medlical detachment. As-
signed to this Regiment were seven officers (USA) and 13
enlisted men (USA). The strength of the Regiment was-iazlr
(13) Their arrival into the main battle position was made in
commandeered alcchol burning vehicles, snd over three days
were required for the stragglers to lecate the unit. Cn 25
December 1941, th§ 41st Infantry Regiment (PA) moved into
poslitions on the MLR assigned by the 4#1lst{ Infantry Division
(PA). The sector assigned was approximately 4500 yards wide
on the left of the 57th Infantry (P8). The Regiment was
‘direeted to erganize a single line in width and dig in defen-
sive positions. This order was modified by orders to prepare
the positions in depth. (1#) |
The senior instructor held a short conference with the

_American instructors, and the Filipino roginental and battallion

(14) Personal knowledge



commanders and 1ssusd a tentative order for the organizatlon

of the defense. The sewlor instructor assigned speeific recon-
misslioneg
naissaneaiis-the entire front to locate key terraim and likely

avenues of spproach. It was difficult to outline the NIR, ase

many of the aleohol burning vehicles had stalled and comsider-
able confusion resulied before the proposed front lline was
clear. (15)

‘Officers and men alike falled to reslize the task upon
them, and 1t appeared they were making little progress. The
following day the 42nd Infantry Reglment (PA) arrived and
went in on the left, and the Rggiuentai front was reducsd to
2600 yards, enabling establishment of suppert and-reaerva
lines. (16) The latest informatlion avallable as to the enemy
intentlons indicated a determined effort{ to crush bkr covering
force. Enemy alrcraft Bag&n attacks on the organlsing units |
of the main defense line. During the period 29 December %o 8
January the 4lst Inraﬁtry Ragimaﬂt'(rﬁ) worksd at top speed to
organize their defensive positiona. Barbed wire cbstacles
were constructed without the use of irom stakes and with 1little
or no engineering tools. (17) Bayonets and the personal bolos
of the Filipincs proved to be the most valuable and practicable
equipment available. Some soldiers resorted to the use of meat
can covers in preparing fox holes, machinme gun emplacements and
communication trenches. The Amsrican instructora w&th the
Infantry Reglment under the sternm but purposeful guldamce of
Col. Lorem A. Wetherby (USA) produced a censelentious and pro-
grasslve.effart throughout the entirs Regiment. The 4lat

(15) Personal knowie&ga
(16) A-5
{17) Personal knowledge
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Infantry Regiment (PA) was dleposed on the HIR with lst Bat-
talion on the right. The 2nd Battalion was on the left, and
the 3rd Battaliau had the duel job of occupying and organlzing
the RRL and preparing and occupying the OPLE. (See Map D)

With each Battallon was one officer instructor (USA) and iwe,
or in some cases four, ‘enlisted asslstants- (USA). This person-
nel eamnot be too highly praised for their hard work and 7ﬁﬂﬂ
results of this Esginent.

Detalled plans aa to routes, boundrles, gaps, coordinated
fire plan and final'ﬁrotecttve 1ines were worked out in each
front line battalion to include the battaliom support line.

The 3rd Battalion in Regimental reserve would be used te effect
jsmediate and effective counterattacks. (18)
BATTLE SITUATIOH

By 8 January 1942 the defense positions of the 41st
Infantry'ﬁegiment (PA) wers beginning to take shape, and con-
fidence began to ereep into the hearts of the personnel. Tele-
phone communication with battalions #&xs installed and, although
the original front line had to be moved forward approximately
50 yards to tie into the 42nd Infantrj Regiment (PA) on the

left, none of the original preparations were removed, primarily

‘f(Fhe double apron_barhed wire fence. With the censtruction and

completlon of the new MLR tactical wire, the defenders in the
front line cumpanias found themselves with barbed wire te thelr
front and again to their immediate rearQ This Qarticular
gituation was frowned upon by visiting staff officers from

Division and Corps, and the order for the removal of the wire

{18) Personal knowledge



in the immedlate rear was-isaued. (19) Subsequent action by
the enemy prevented this order from béing carried out. GCol.
Wetherby,(USA), senier imstructor of the 4lst Infantry Regli-
ment (PA), accompanied by Lt. Col. Fidel Cruz (PA), Regimental
Commander, inspected and ordered changes in the OPLR. (20)
About 1600 on the afterncon of 8 January within a few minutes
after their return to the MIR, the OPLR made contact with the
enemy patrols. (21) At this time the Regiment recelved 1its
first easualities, two wounded. Final coordination was made
with units on right and left as te support fire. Artillery
cencentration éheets were distributed from the dlirect support
and general support artillery. -The 4lst Field Artillery
Battalion (PA) with sixteen 75-mm guns were in difeet Buppert
of the Regliment. .4 forward obéerver from this béttalion was
with each of the front line infantry battaliony A liaisom
officer was with the Regimental forward CP, and telephone com-
munication was installed to the fire directlon center.

The 86th Field Artillery Battalion equipped with 155-am
rifles (GPF) were in'generalssﬁpport of II Corps. (23) The
heavy weapons of the Regiment were under Regimental conirel.
The S0 ealiber water cooled Colt machine guns were implaced
in the battalion suppert positions and afforded the Regiment
its only anti-tank defense. These weapons were of early vintage.
Americans in the 41st Infantry Reglment (PA), elther officer or
enlisted, had never seen or used thlis type Weapon. It was very

hesvy and took six men to operate it effecti#ely. One man in

(19) Personal knewledge
(20) Perecmal kncwledge
(21) A-5

(22) A-1, p.27

(23) a-1, p.22



an ad;aeént hole cranked the waterlpump for cooling. The
three inch stokes mortar platoon was located in rear of the
ERL, and wire communication was sufficlent for only ocne
observer. |
On 9 Janusary some small ares fire and enemy artlllery

reglstration were received on the 41st Infantry (PA) sector.
ALr activity increased im volume and - intensity by strafing
and bombing of CPsand front line positions. This situation
created some chao; among unseasened traaps‘(lF&w minor casu--
alities were reported in the Reglment. In front of the 3rd
Battalion 57th Infantry (PS) on the immedlate right and 100
yards across the front of the lst Battallon usé & haavy;augar
cane fleld approximately seven acres in area. This camefleld
was 400 yards in front of MLR positioms. (24} Attempts to
destroy the cane field by the Regiment and the englneers falled
prior to the attack of the malin batitle posltions. This gave
the enemy a superlior route of approach to attack positiens'in
‘front of the 3rd Battalion 57th Infantry (PS) and the lst
Battalion 41st Infantry Regiment (PA). As an after thought
8 telephone line was run from the ngiaental_fortard'GP,
located in the center of the sector and apprﬁximstely 150
yards in rear of the battallon support lines, te the CP of .
3rd Battalion 57th Infantry (PS). Thls emall meana of com-
munications proved invaluable in the subsequent days of flight-
ing. (25) |

~ About 1900 hours on 9 January 1942 thres low flying
enemy planes pﬁased parallel te the frunt'l;nea about 150 yards
in rear of the RRL. They did not fire or drop bomba, sb it was

estimated to be a reconnaissance mission, although it was too

(28) A-3, p.47 -
(25) &-5 —



‘dark to see effectively. Darkness descended rapidly,_anﬂ in
the rear positlon intense firing broke out. This created
general alarm and confusion along the entire front. The un-
trained soldiers fired their weapons from within the fox
holes. In the 41st Infantry Regiment (PA) forty-five minﬁtea

to an hour was required to effect control. What was first
believed to be infiltrated troops resulted in a fire cracker
type explosive that was dropped by the low flying enemy planes
and probably det@nated by absorbing molsture. (26} Results,
no casualities, but a complete picture of the defensive posi-
tions revealed to the enemy, and to those on the battle posl-
tion a more complete understanding of the inadequately trained
troops that were to defend.

| RARRATION

FIRST ENEMY ATTACK ON MAIN LINE

Gontact with the enemy brought the anticipated problem N

-t

at hand, and every effort was made in distribution of ammuni-
tion. last minute checks were made with artillery forward
observers, and encouraging contact was made with units on
both flanks. 4 last look at our hasty defenses and the fight
w#s on for the main battle position.

Shortly after daylight the enemy shelled our pesiticns
with what was estimated to be fifty shells per minute in the
Regimental sector. Thls was simul tanecus with air bombing
and strafing. Other than artillsry registration and light
,hembins, this was the first experience under artillery fire
and concentrated air attacks. Confuplon resulted. Scme troops
Jeft their advanced fox holes to seek better cover to the rear

near the Mabatang-Mt. Natib road (See Map D}, where the MLR

(26) Personal knowledge
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was first dug in. The majority of those withdrawing mever
found courage to return to thelr advanced positions. The
enemy's advanced elements attacked the OPLR on the_gggﬁgoalopoa 3
of the Calaguiman River valley and foreed it back to the MIR.
The 4lst Field Artillery Battallonm (PA) fired concentrations,
and it appsared that the enemy had dispersed. On the right in
front of the 57th Infantry (PS) larger enemy elements advanced
south of the Calagulman River. The 24th Field Artillery (PS)
in the direct support of the 57th Infantry (PS) laid down
effective concentrations in front of the 57th Infantry (PS)
sector. The withdrawing of the OPIR in the 4lst Infantry (PA)
sector was conslidered prematﬁre, but this was expected of un-
trained troops encountering their first almed fire. The OPLR
of the 41st Infantry Regiment (PA) was not established agalin
for many days. (27)

After the first heavy cnemy shelling and ailr bombing, the
enemy artlillery decreased in intensity untll only occasional
gshells were.falling in the Reglmental area. Air attacks con-
tinued throughout the daylight hours. Air observation of the

artillery positions brought immediate retallation, causihg the | ﬁ
T oo

supporting artillery to cesse firing during daylight hours. ! lé‘
. . e

E
effectiveness to thwart the Japanese in their preparastlon for |

)

‘This fact alone reduced the American-Filipine forces im thelr

the attack on the main battle position. _

At 2245 hours the enemy attacked in siremgih on the Iront
of the 3rd Battalion 57th Infantry (PS) from the woods and
through the sugar can field. (See Map D) (28) The lat Battallen

(27) Personal knowledge
(28) A-4, p.14
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41st Infantry (PA) engaged in this fight and suffered some
casualitiss. The Japanege casualitles were heavy. The'57th
Infantry (PS) was forced back to the MLR positlons. Light
harassing fire was recelved along the remainder of the 4lst
Infantry (PA) front. The reaction of the Regiment in this

engagement was heartening.

"Daylight on 11 January wag greeted with heavy enemy action -

by fire, artillery, bombs, strafing, mortars and small arms on

the entire front and on the right and left of the 4lst Infantry
(PA) sector. The enemy made excellent use of darkness and the
fight in frent of the 57th Infantry (PS) to prepare and place
in action artillery, mortars and direct fire 37-mm weapons.

During this early fire attack some of the machine guns and mor-

tars in the 41st Infantry (PA) sector were put out of action by

direct artillery hits. This fire attack by the enemy continmued
throughout the dayllight hours. Earlier during the afternocon
Col. Wetherby (USA) and Lt. Col. Cruz (PA) visited Headguarters
3rd Battalion 57th Infantry (PS) and coordinated the plans with
the battalion commander, Col. Philip;E.'Fry fUSA). It was de-
cided at this time that the lateral telephone lald between the
CP of the 3rd Battalion and the 41st Infantry (PA) forward CP
could be used in case the situation became critical in either
sector. (29)

Shortly after dusk carrying parties from the service
elements, approximately three miles te the rear, broﬁght water,

food, ammunition and a whole hoat of encouragling rumors.

(2G) Personal knowledge

)



Contact with the 42nd Infantry (PA} on the left was uninter~
rupted, and contact with the 57th Infantry {PS) was completely
reestablished on the right by Col. Wetherby (USA) and Lt. Col.
Cruz (PA). |

About 2100 hours on the 11 January the enemy assaulted
the 3rd Battalion 57th Infantry (PS) on the right after a
preparation of comblined heaﬁy artillery and mortars. This
preparation included the let Battalion 4lst Infantry (Pi).

The fierce infantry attacks came from the cane field directly
into the fac€ of dug in 2.95 artillery pleces, heavy machine
guns and M-l rifles of the Philippine Scouts. A& large group
of the enemy fell before this devastating fire, but unending
rushes of attacks succeeded in forcing I Company (the left
company of the 3rd Battalion 57th Infantry (PS)) from their
positions, and 1st Battalion 41st Infantry (PA) refused its
right flank. (30)

Company C 4let Infantry (PA) was placed on the right
flank 1in echelon to fill the gap. The enemy had falled to
make a penetration of #ny importance, and their attack slowed
down.

The Japanese pressed their attack throughout the night.
Approximately 20 to 25 seouts, goldiers from Company I, werse
picked up in the rear of the 1st Battallon sector and brought
to the Regimental forward CP. These men were plaeed in a small
rexena in the rear of the CP and guestlioned by/onq of the
assistant instructors, (USA). It wag determined that the
situation of the I Company aector; 3rd Battalion 57th Infamtry

{PS) was extremely critical. The lst sergeant and both offlcera

(30) A-#s po E
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were casualities. The machine guns had been lost. Ammunition
supply was low and in some cases exhausted.l (31)

A message was sent to the 3rd Battalion 41st Infantry (PA)
Regimental Reserve with orders to supply the members of I Com-
pany 57th Infantry (PS) withsurficient\ammunition. This was

accomplished almost at once to everyones surprise.

COUNTERATTACE S7TH INFARTRY AREA

About 0400 hours 12 January Col. Philip E. Fry (USA), Com-
mander, 3rd Battalion S57th Infantry (PS) called Col. Wetherby
(USA) on the lateral telephohe and ocutlined the situation as he
~ knew it in his battalion. Some elements of the Japanese forces
were on each side of his CP, and the situation was very critiecal.
He had lost contact with I Company and couid obtaln no informa-
tion. Col. Wetherby. (USA) informed him of the situatlon as he
knew it, and voth parties immediately agreed that agressive
actlon must be taken at once. (See Map E) Col. Wetherby (USA)
and Lt. Col. Cruz (PA) in a conference agreed that a counter-
_attacking unit from the 415£ Infantry Regiment (PA) would report
to Col. Fry (USA) at his CP and try to stem the Japanese advance
until assistance from higher headquarters could be recelived.
(32) | |

An American instructor (USA), the executive officer to
Col. Wetherby (USA), was ordered to take G;Gampany 413t_1nfantry
(PA} and organize the members of I Company 57th Infantry (PS)
into a counterattacking unit and attack as soon as possible in
& north northeast directicn. Daylight.was breaking before the

counterattacking unit could be organized and orders lissued.

(31) Peraocnal knowledge
(32) Personal knowledge
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The I Company elements of the 57th Infantry (PS) wers
plaqed in the ceﬁter of the counterattacking force. _This was
the first effort of the 41st Infantry (PA) units in the attack.
Apprehenaion was felt by all concerned at the possibility of
its success. In moving inte the S57th infantry (P3) sector the
counterattacking force was stopped behind a ripg dikefapprbxi-
mately four feet high. The force was deployed about 160 yards
along this dike. The company commander and platoon leadem wlth
the assistance of the instructor (USA) checked all men as to
their readiness and oriented them as to the mission. The counter-
attacking force was to move directly over the rice dike, pass
through a barbed wire entangi&ent and. claar'the woods of snipers
in the vicinity of the 3rd Battalion 5T7th Infantry (PS) CP,
approximately 100 yards dlrectly to the front. After‘passins_
the 3rd Battalion CP, they were to continue in a line back to
the original MIR.

~ Just as the signal of the attack was to be given, the
assistant instructor (USA) observed approaching from the rear
and slightly to the right of the counterattécking force's
position, two vehicles, one a clvllian sefan and the other a
1% ton truck. They were moving very rapldly up én engineer
road in the center of the 57th Infantry (PS) sector. The se
two vehicles were also observed by the Japanese, and intense
flire was.breught ﬁo bear on them. They stopped when they saw
‘the counterattacking force, and Major Skolls (Usa) jumped out -
of the civilian sedan and ordered the pafsonnel of the truck
to dismount. Hajor Skolls (USA) contacted the aasistan£ in~-
structor (USA) of the counterattacking force. He atated that
he had brought a'platoon of heavy machine guns from the 5Tth |

16



Infantry (PS) reserve unit. The assistant 1nstruc£or (Usa)
hist Infantry (PA) briefly outlimed the situation and the plan
of attack. Major Skolls (USA) attached the platoon to the
counterattacking force and returned to the rear to report tha'
situation. (32} The truck parked dlrectlj in back of the
sedan had suffered a direct hit by an artillery shell and was
rendered useless. The sergeant in charge of the machine gun

platoon reported to the assiatant instructor (USA) for orders.

A brief conference was held with the Fillpino company commander.

A platoon of infantry was ordered to provide close in prntectioﬁ
to the platoonr of heavy machine guns. They were to displace
forward by section, furnishing_flanking'and grazing flre across
the front of the attacking'force; The coordimating of this

fire required three irips in exposed terrain by tho.assiatani
instructor (USA),as the machine gun platoon had to bs on the
left of the attacking force to give flanking fire.

With a prearranged signal, a burst of machine gun firs, the
atﬁaek Jjumped off about 0550 hours. Approximately 10 caaualitlsa
were sustained in the first few seconds after moving over the
top of the rice dlke. By 0630 hours the woods had been cleared
of many'or the snipers in the vicinity of the CP 3rd Battalion
57th Infantry (PS). The assfstant instructor (USA) reported
to Col. Fry (USA) and was ordered to continue the attack. Col.
Fry (USA) obtalned mppurtmg artillery from the 24th Field
Artillery (PS). This fire was to fall on the former main line
positions and to 1lift 6n call. (33) The counterattack was
succeasful in stopping the enemy advance and pushed the 3rd
Battallon 57th Infantfy (PS) lines back to the creek south of

{32) Personal knoniédga "
(33) Peracnal knowledge



the Mabatang-Nt. Hatib.ﬂoad, where friendly artillery and
Japanése mortar fire prevented further forward.nevem&nt. (See
Map E)

The éountéfattacking force being dressed in blue denim
presented an unfamillar sight in the 57th Infantry (PS) sector
and at first were bélieved to be enemy forces by the artillery
observers. The counterattacking force held this position until
relieved by reinforcements of the 57th Infantry (P3). They
were then returned to the 4#lst Infantry (FPA) control.

Simultanecusly with the ecounterattacking force the 1s%
Battalion 41st Infantry (PA) pushed its own right flank back
to the main line positions. Japanese eiforts throughout the
remainder of 12 January consisted ef artillery fire and air
strikes. By this time the persomnel of the 4lst Infantry
Regiment (PA) had recovere& from their tirst shock of combat
reactions and dug in more firmly for the assault they knew
would come.

ENEMY ATTACK ON THE 418T INFANTRY REGIMENT (PA)

Throughout the night of 12 January and until cawn of
13 Jenuary, the direct support artillery battalion ana tﬁe
general support 155 GPF battalion pounded the enemy sector.
This fire atopped.abruptly with aaylight, and the enemy artil-
lery, mortar fire and air attacgs started with the heavlest
fire yet sustained. As the enemy alr attacks were un@pposed,
thelr strikes became more severs and accurate. The Znd Bat-
tallon 41st Infantry (PA) received the heaviest eaagalitiaa,
although the lst Battalion received many casuallties. The
advanced CP of the 41st Infantry Regiment (PA) had been p;n-
pointed, and artillery pounded this sector throughout the day.
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It was estimated that four hundred 105-mm shells fell within
& 400 yard circle of the CP during the day. (34) Signal com-
munication was disrupted, and 1lts maintenance practically
lkpossible. Lt. Garcia (PA), Headquarters Company 41st Infan-
try (PA), performed in an exeellent'mamner.with his comaunica-~
tlon repair crews in reestablishing telephone communicsations.
Distribution of rations, water and ammunition was accomplished
prior to daylight. No direct assault was attemptad'durlng the
l%?ﬁgéﬁary. Observation of troop and truck movement was noted
friendly

for the/artillery, which was preparing for the retaliation as
soon as the sun set. The effectiveness of artillery fire in
the defense of the ¥ain Line cannot be teo highly praised.

The enemy attack by fire continued en 14 January. Small
mortar and 37-mm guns were far enough forward to fire at machine
gun emplacements and 1nd1v1du§1 fox holea. The casualitj toll
grew rapidly. Mid-afternoon of the 14 January the 2nd Battallon
had 50% casualities in its two front line companies. The artil-
lery cbserver with the 2nd Battalion 4lst Infantry (PA) was
withdrawn when an enemy shell hit the tree he occupied close to
the 2nd Battallon CP. The enemy fire became So devastating on
the exposed positions of the 2nd Battalion that its front line
companliles were withdrawn te the aﬁpport'line sduth of the
Dalahetan Creek, south of the Mabatang-Mt. Natib Road. {See
Map F) About 1700 hours the 1st Battalion 41st Infantry (PA)
on the right of the Regimental sector withdrew to scuth of the
Dalahetan Creek, as ite two front line companies were exposed
on the right by the position of the 57th Infsntry (PS), and the
left was expoaed'as a reault of the withdrawal of the front

(38) A-5
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line companies of the 2nd Battalion. In addition friendly
artillery could not render close in gsupporting fires while

they held their front 115& poalitions.

By 2000 hours 550 casualities, dsad and wounded, had

been reported in the Regiment. (35) Friendly artillery con-
tinued to fire on Japanese posltlions and#&a%lggiztianrof roads.
Under the cover of darkness food, water and ammunition were
furnished, and, Sin addition, reorganization of the two front

line battalions were effected. The 3rd Battalion tocok over

the duties of the 2nd Battalion on the Main Line, and £he 2nd
Battalion was placed in Regimental reserve, Urgent requisi-

tions were rushed to the #4#lst Infantry Divislon Headguarters

(PA) for additional machine guns to replace weapons lost by |
direet hits of enemy fire.

At daylight of 15 January the let and 3rd Battallons of

the 41st Infantry (PA) with artillery support from the direct {‘
support battalinn counterattacked to restore the Main Line R L
positions of the front line companies. The 3rd Battallonm @pr%{gﬁr
failed to gain agalnst the enemy, who nad infiltrated in the‘ﬁK _f:
woodsd bottom of Dalahetan Creek. Upon reporting the slt- “/iz'f
uation to 41st Infantry Divisilen Headquarters (PA), the 4lst
Engineer Battalion (PA) was attached to support the 418t

Infantry Regiment (PA) and was placed on the RRL, and the

remnfPnts of the 2nd Battalion were made into a composite

battalion with the 3rd Battalion. Enemy attacke by artil-

lery and air increased 1m intensity. 4ll regueats for air

support and antl-alrcraft protection were answered with "mot

available". (36) At 1700 hours the 3rd Battalloen @E;f;,- e ;)

J

(35} 4-5
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' of
Infantry (PA), less one company and one platoon/machine guns,

was attached fq the 41st Infantry Regiment (PA). They were

held in rear of the RRL until dark. Thelr misslion was to
,< ;éguntarattack with\}st Battalion to restore the Main Line fﬁ]i
QQ{Q;{}poaitions of the 3rd Battalion on the Regimental left the p’%ﬁ“éﬁl
‘\;/f following morning. The lst Battalion was withdrawn to the\p S

south side of Dalahetamn Creek under a cover of darkness, E_A

and preparations iarﬁ made for the attack. The'ragimental
commander and saniaf instructeor declded to move to the Regi-
mental CP from the forward CP about 700 yar&s in rear of RRL.
The supporting artillerijithdrew to rear positiéna. ‘The
cammunicétion section of the 4l1lst Infantry (PA) Balvageﬂ some
abandon talephono wire thus enahling.the establishment of
telephone lines to the battalions from the Regimental rear
CP. This communication system was installed during the night
and completed early the following morning. The forward CP of
the 41st Infantry (PA) originally 150 yards in rear of the
suppert line (now the firing line) was subject to enemy artll-
lery, mortar and small arme fire. The personnel moved to the
new Regimental CP under the cover of darkness. The abandoned
CP was occupled by the battalion commander and staff of the
left front line battalion, and, almost instantly, direci shell
fire hit and destroyed the CP and killed three officers (PA)
‘and four enilsted men (PA). Major Lée Lauderbeck (USA),
asslistant instructor, was placed in command of the 2nrd and

3>rd compoalte Battalion in lileu of a qualified Filipino officer.
The snemy attacked the lat Batta;ion gector at 2330 hours but
wag unable to effect a penetration. As a result, the attack
shifted to the left battslion sector, and small arms fire con-

tinued until about 0300 nours of 16 January.

s
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'the_countéfattaek jumped off at 0600 hours on the 16
January and was partially successful. The 1lst Battalion
4lst Infantry (PA) regained itsa gositions on the MLR, but
the 2nd and 3rd Composite Battallion Alet Infantiw (PA) in
conjunction with 3rd Baitalion Infantr:r (PA) was unable
to advance. This was partly due to the lack of friendly
artillery and mortar support. The artillery could not fire,
a8 the enemy positions were approximately 200 yards from the
battalion support line. Fifty to sixty percent of the three
inch stokes mortar ammunition falled to det@mate, thus was
ineffective. The counterattack was called off at 1Q00 hours,
dnd‘reorganization was made. The 3rd Battalicn 32nd Infantry
(PA) and the 2nd and 3rd Composite Battalion 41st Infantry (PA)
had suffered heavy casualities in both officers and men. Th§
remn@nts of the 3rd Battalion 32nd Infgnﬁry wae placed on the
RRL. Ax.apprcxinatelx the same timqgr;he counteratiack was
stopped, 90 enlisted men {PA) arrived at the Reglmental CP
from straggler llnea in the Division area. These replacements
were used to bolater the Reglment and were assigned to Majer
Lauderbeck's (USA) coﬁpoaite battalion and, for the most part,
were placed on the battalion support 1ine. The lst Battallon
remained on 1ts MIR and fired'to the left in order to prohibit
regerves from Jjoining the eﬁemy epearhead during the dayllghi
houra. Ensmy fire and air attaékﬁ continued throughout the'
day. | |

At 2100 hours, Lt. Nathaniel Matthews, Infantry (USA),

assistant instructor, 2nd Baittalien 43rd-1nfantry Regiment (PA)
on orders from the 41st Infantry Division (PA) reported that

AL

the 2nd Battalion 43rd Infantry (PA) was attached to the X
41st Infantry Regiment (PA)(organiec weapens only). This baF:;’\ﬂgﬁﬁj
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talion was assigned to assist the lst Battallon in ancther
counterattack:tu-reétere the front line company’'s MLR posi-
tions. Agailn the 1st Battalion 4lat Infantry (PA) was with- =
drawn sco artillery could fire to support the counterattack. '
SUCCESSFUL COUNTERATTACK |

The counterattack supported by artlllery fire jumped
off at 0830 hours, 17 January. No artillery preparation was
made. The late time beling set Lo allow officers of the 2nd
Battalion 4lst Iafantry (PA) an oppertunity to view the ter-
rain in daylight. Again the lst Battalion 4lst Infantry (Pa)
retook the Main Line positions, but the 2nd Batﬁalion §3rd
Infantry {PA) and the cemposite 2nd and 3§d Battalions 4lst
Infantry (PA) advanced only a few yafds. The lst Battalien
was unable to extend to the left to cut in rear of enemy pene-

trations. The artillery support was over and did not strike

i

leading the attack of the 2nd Battalion 43rd Infantry (PA{?)Y\ﬁ
Casualities were heavy on both sides. The counteratiacking-
force was reorganized and continued to cccupy the battalion
‘support line on the left of the Regimental sector. Effort

to penetrate tﬁe enemy positions by patrels lnto the creek

bottom and scattered woods were partially succeseful, but

heavy casualities precluded this action. The Regiment had

e ——— . a

suffered over 700 casualities up to this time. Enemy shell-
ing and air bombing and small arms fire continued througheut

the day. Arrangements were made to continue the counterattack

the following mornlng.
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A conference was held in the Regimental CP at 2000 hours
with the following units represented: 4lst Field Artillery
Battalion (PA), 42nd Infahtry Regiment (PA), 2nd Battallon 43rd
Infantry (PA), 41st Engineer Battallon (PA), battalion comman-
ders of the lst Battalion and the composite 2nd and 3rd Baté
talions 4lst Infantry Regiment (PA). As a result of this con-
ference, the following plan was made. A ceordinated counter-
attack against the enemy salient 4184 Infantry sector would
jump off 0630 hours on 18 January. The 41st Fleld Artillery
Battalion (PA) would move into positioms where they could fire
in close support of the attack. Tha'4lst Fialé_&rtillary
Battalion would give a flve minute preparation to start at
0625. Forward observer would be with 1st Battalion 41st
Infantry (PA) to lay cnncentfation within 100 yards of eounter-

2

attacking force. The 42nd Infantry Regiment (PA) was to sup- " ~i;{

P/
companies simultaneously with the 1st Battalion 4let Infantry/f

port the attack on the left by fire and to attack with two {;};pp
{

(PA) en the right, with the misslon to close the gap behind

the enemy before day break. Specific references as te terrain

were made where the two forces were to meet. Three 1ﬁch stokes

mortars and ammunition from the 42nd Infantry (PA) were to

asslst the attack and be placed under the control of the com-

posite battslion commandér, Major Lauderbeck (USA). The

direct assault force was composed of the remr@nts of the 2nd

and 3rd Battalions 41st Infantry (PA) and the 2nd Battalion

43rd Infantry (PA).




After the confersnce the personnel reported to tﬁeir
unite to prepare for the attack. The asrvice area of the 4lsat
Infantry Regiment (PA) had suffered dirsct bomb hits during the
afterncon and could not furaish- foed for the Regliment. Water
and ammunition arriveé and were distributed under the cover of
darkness. -

All units involved in the counterattack reported to.tha
Regimental CP at 0430 hours, and #11 were ready for the attack.
.At 0625 hours the artillery preparation started. 4 forward
observer, in a very exposed poaitien, brought the fire down
with excellent results. At 0630 houre the assault forces |
rushed from the front, coerdinated with attacks from both flanks.

The fight was short lived. The enemy was driven out, leaving

over 300 dead and what appearsd to be a battalion headquariers.
The gap between tke 1lst Battallon 41st Infantr1 {PA) and the
right of the 42nd Infantry (PA) was not completely closed untll
after daylight. By G500 hours the composlte hattalion of the
2nd and 3rd Battalions 41lst Infantry (PA) and the 2nd Battalian
43rd Infantry (PA) occupied the MLR north of the Mabatang-Mt.

Natib Road. (See Map D)

An immediate fearganization 6f the front was made and

Calaguliman

patrols were sent out as far as the Z2ApEK4A River to the north
without making enemy contact. The remainder of the day was
spent in reerganization, evacuation and burying of the friendly
and enemy dead. Enemy shelling was reduced, and the Maim Line
was back in the hands of the 4lst Infantry Regiment (PA).

The Presidential Unit Citatlon was awarded the 4lst
Infantry Regiment (PA) for ite action in the defense of the

Main Line on Bataan. (37)

57 A<8, p.6
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ANALYSTS AND CRITICISM
1. ENEMY AIR POWER AND FRIENDLY ARTILIERY

The lack of friendly air powsr and anti-aircraft prdtection
in the face of adequate enemy air supﬁort, resulted in high
casuality rate and low morale ih the 41st Infantry (PA). The
enemy gir poier struck at will on the main battle position and
placed friendly artillery positions under continuous observation
and attacks during daylight hours. Observation was sufficient
from within the main battle position to have directed artillery
fire on the Japanese troops movements and supply lines. But,
due to the enemy air power, the supporting artillery could only
fire at night. When the situation became very critical, friendly
artillery would fire concentratlons during daylight, but this
always Dbrought about the loss of artillery weapons and personnel
by ;nemy alr strlkes and counterbatiery from air OPs. It was
never antlclpated that unhampered air activity on the part'af
the enemy could be so effective In denylng the infantry the use
- of their most valuable and pewerful supporting arm. The supply
of the front line units and the evacuation of the wounded was
hampered by enemy alir activities. With friendly artlillery -
effectiveneas reduced, th; enemy was able to move flat trajec-
tory weapensa cloege énonsh to the battle position to bring almed
fire on front line com positions. This was the cause of the
withdrawal of the 2nd Battnllon,'en&hling the enemy to occupy
a sallent in the Regimental left sector with very little effort.
Every affert was made to deny the enemy the use of the-flat tra-
Jectory weapons, but darknees brought -about the only let up.

The supply of food and water were never adequate. This

fact reduced the combat efficiency of the troops. The lack
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of modern methods in supply and evacuatlion required excesslve
effort in man powsr 10 rurnish.the supply of food, water and
azmunition that was received.

In the training phase of a rereigﬁ army, American officers
and noncommissioned officers can sdequately serve in the roll
of instructors and advisors, but under combat conditions thls
roll should no 1oﬁger exist. Although the 4lst Infantry Regl-
ment (PA) achieved a high degree of success in the instructor-
advisor capacity. A4 great deal of time was lost and duplicate
effort required to aeccomplish a task when the American officers
were in an instructor roll. Adverse conditions would have

resulted had not the personality of the senior instructor been
compatable and understanding.
2. THE MISSION

In studying and analyzing the misslon of the 41t Infantry
Regiment (PA), it is my opinion that the sector sasigned wag
within the capabllitles of the Regiment. Absclute knowledge
that they were to held at all cost gave those rembers of the
Regiment, who were fighting for their homeland, an additional
incentive. The Filipino soldier did not have to be motivated
to fight. |

' One paramount tralt evident in the units on the Main Line
was mutual distrust in the capabilities of each other. The
57th Infantry Reglment'cambat Peam (PS) demonstrated lack of
faith in the ability of the 41at Infantry Regiment (PA} to
stand up under fire., Plans were even made 1in the 57th Infantry
(PS) sector to refuse thelr left flank and swing aroung, putting
théir back to the beaeh, if there was a tendeney of the 41lst

27



InfantrgVBngiment (PA) to give way. Only through the auperior'

1éadersh1p and cdntinuous effort of the senior lmstructor, Col.

Loren A, Wetherby (USA), were these false impressions rectifled,
and mutusl support resulted.

3, FAILURE OF COMMAND RESPONSIBILITY

The excellent avenue of appreach for the enemy left by
the defending units, the sugar cane fisld in front of the
¥ain Line, was the failure of command supervilgnn in all eche-
lons. It was obvious that all units left the job of deatron
ing thls avenue of approach to the other unit. There 18 no
question in my mind that the failure to destroy this cane field
doubled casuallities received in the 57th Infantry (PS) and the
418t Infantry (PA).
Other failures were those of requesting assistance in the
counterattacks from adjacent unlts, as evidence of the last
8 counterattack on 18 January in the 41st Infantry (PA) sector.
\ Phe expenditures of the 3rd Battaliom 32nd Infaniry (PA) and
:ﬁ the 2nd Battalion 43rd Infantry (PA) probably would not have
(; been required had the 42nd Infantry (PA) on the left Eesn used
F Jﬁ\\Fo assist by fire and furnish a counterattacking force on the
. t&f first counterattack in the left of the 4lst Infantry (PA) sector
and had the artillery been required to move obae;vefs and pleces
\3n order to lay preparatory fires.

4, THE ACTION OF 2 415T INFANTRY REGIEENT PA) IN THE TH
: INFANTRY RCT ABEA

Due to poor training and lack of equlpment, £he Philippine
Army was considered by the regular troops on the main battle
position as undependable. Thus, 11ttle'conaideration was gliven

to the 41st Infantry Regiment's (PA) ability in assisting in
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counterattacks. The appé&l for aaaistanéa by the 3rd Battalion
Commander 57th Infantry (PS) was immediately answered, and a
Buccessful counterattack was launched wiﬁh untrained troops
in offensive operationa.
| The use of the #4lat Infantry (PA) troops in the 57th
Infantry (PS) sector violated command perogative. Permission
had not been received from the 418t Infantry Division (PA) to
leave the Division area, nor was permission granted by the
Commanding Offieer.of the 57th Infantry RCT (PS) te enter that
2ector. The common sénse decision made by the senior instructor
&nd the Regimental Commander of the 41st Infantry Regiment (PA)
enabled the counterattacking force to striké the enemy as the
penetration became limited. The counterattack was actually
under way before communication could be made with the 41st
Infantry Division Headquarters.

| LESSONS

1. Irn order to defend a battle.poaition, the defenders
| nust have available évery weapon of warfare that are in the
hands of the enemy to stand a 50% chance of success.

2. Adjaeent units must have coqglete cenriﬁenge 1n,gash

other or disaater will roault.
— e e 8

3. counterattacks must be made by utilizing every sup-

. perting waapon and the comblned fires of adjaeent units./

4. 411 enemy avenuea af approach must be covered elther

by rirefor the reduction of the element that makes a certain

route a likely approach.
S. Control must be exerciaed in the early atages of the
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derensefin arder ot to outline the dafandad pasitien to tha

_3235;)'h116 the enemy l1s still at leng range.



6. Combat outpuats must be held vigarously and reestab-

B

‘l;ahed at every apportunityz,

7. Attached troops should not be used in the counter-

S B i TRV P C P ——

attack in a plece meal fashion.{ Higher headquarters should

1nd1cat§ the troops available, and this foree should be suf-
. .
ficlent to overwhelm the enemy sallent.



